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Liontrust to acquire Architas UK investment business

•

•
•
•

Liontrust agrees to purchase Architas Multi-Manager Limited and Architas Advisory Services
Limited (Architas UK investment business) from AXA S.A. for a total consideration of up to
£75 million
The acquisition will create a significant multi-asset multi-manager proposition with £6.6
billion in assets under management and advice (AuMA)
The newly combined team will be headed by John Husselbee, with Sheldon Macdonald
becoming Deputy Head
Following the integration of the Architas UK investment business, Liontrust will have AuMA of
£25 billion

Specialist fund management company Liontrust today announces that it has agreed to acquire the
Architas UK investment business - Architas Multi-Manager Limited (AMML) and Architas Advisory
Services Limited (AASL) – from AXA S.A.
The Architas UK Fund Management Team headed by Sheldon Macdonald will join Liontrust and
merge with the Liontrust Multi-Asset Investment Team. John Husselbee will be Head of the enlarged
Liontrust Multi-Asset team, with Sheldon Macdonald becoming Deputy Head of Multi-Asset.
Architas’ UK Distribution Team will also be moving to Liontrust.
The purchase includes the Architas Multi-Asset (MA) Active, Blended and Passive Multi-Manager
fund ranges along with the Specialist and Income funds, and this will bring £5.6 billion in AuMA. The
Liontrust brand will be used for all the Architas funds on completion of the acquisition, which is
expected to be before the end of the year subject to regulatory and shareholder approval.
Architas’ UK fund ranges are complementary to Liontrust’s target risk portfolios and will create a
significant multi-asset multi-manager proposition in the UK by product range and AuMA at £6.6 billion.
John Ions, Chief Executive of Liontrust, said: "The Architas UK investment business is an important
strategic acquisition for us to meet the growing demand for investment solutions from advisers and
their clients over the next few years. It builds on and complements our existing investment solutions
of Multi-Asset portfolios, Sustainable Managed and equity income funds.
“Buying the Architas UK investment business will expand our distribution among financial advisers
through the scale of the combined businesses, the strength of the merged investment team, the broad
range of multi-asset multi-manager portfolios and funds and enhanced client service.
“Financial advisers are key clients for Liontrust because of the responsibility they have as guardians of
people’s savings. By offering both risk profiled funds and target risk portfolios, we will help advisers
to meet their suitability requirements by being able to choose the solution that best meets their
clients’ individual needs for investment and risk.

“Combining the teams led by John Husselbee and Sheldon Macdonald will give us significant capability
in multi-asset multi-manager investments.
“The enlarged proposition will enable Liontrust to provide superior customer service through
expanded online tools to our existing and new client base. A key attraction of the acquisition is the
ability to strengthen the digital support we can provide financial advisers and their clients.
“The quality of the newly combined investment teams, the broad range of funds and portfolios,
Liontrust’s sales and marketing capability, and the power of our brand give me great confidence we
will grow the multi-asset multi-manager portfolios and funds over the next few years."

-EndsSimon Hildrey
Chief Marketing Officer
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About Liontrust
Liontrust Asset Management, which was launched in 1995, is a specialist fund management group
with shares quoted on the London Stock Exchange with a premium listing and is in the FTSE250 index.
Liontrust has £19.4 billion in AuMA (as at 19 June 2020).

Issued by Liontrust Fund Partners LLP (2 Savoy Court, London WC2R OEZ), authorised and regulated
in the UK by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN 518165) to undertake regulated investment
business. Past performance is not a guide to future performance. Do remember that the value of an
investment and the income generated from them can fall as well as rise and is not guaranteed,
therefore, you may not get back the amount originally invested and potentially risk total loss of
capital. The issue of units/shares in Liontrust Funds may be subject to an initial charge, which will
have an impact on the realisable value of the investment, particularly in the short term. Investments
should always be considered as long term.

